
         

Wildspark 
Vashti Hardy 
 

A new, incredible technology has been discovered in the city of Medlock, where 
a secretive guild of inventors have developed a way to capture spirits of the dead 
in animal-like machines, bringing them back to life. 
 
Prue knows that the "Ghost Guild" might hold the key to bringing her brother back, so she 
seizes the stranger's offer to join as an apprentice. But to find her brother, she needs to 
find a way to get the ghost machines to remember the people they used to be. 
Yet if Prue succeeds, all of society could come apart... 

 

Click here to buy 

 

Skulduggery Pleasant 
Derek Landy  
 
Meet the great Skulduggery Pleasant: wise-cracking detective, powerful magician, master 
of dirty tricks and burglary (in the name of the greater good, of course). 
Oh yeah. And dead. 
 
Then there's his sidekick, Stephanie. She's... well, she's a twelve-year-old girl. With a pair 
like this on the case, evil had better watch out... 

 
Click here to buy 

 

You Are Awesome 
Matthew Syed 
 
The first children's book from Times journalist, two-time Olympian and best-selling 
mindset author Matthew Syed, it uses examples of successful people from Mozart to 
Serena Williams to demonstrate that success really is earned rather than given, and that 
talent can be acquired. With hard work and determination, practice and self-belief, and, 
most importantly, a Growth Mindset, there's no reason why anyone can't achieve 
anything. 
 
Practical, insightful and positive, this is the book to help children build resilience, embrace 
their mistakes and grow into successful, happy adults. 

 
Click here to buy  

 

The Haunting of Aveline Jones 
Phil Hickes 
 
Aveline Jones loves reading ghost stories, so a dreary half-term becomes much more 
exciting when she discovers a spooky old book. Not only are the stories spine-tingling, but 
it once belonged to Primrose Penberthy, who vanished mysteriously, never to be seen 
again. Intrigued, Aveline decides to investigate Primrose's disappearance. 
Now someone... or something, is stirring. And it is looking for Aveline. 
 

Click here to buy 

https://smile.amazon.co.uk/Wildspark-Machine-Adventure-Vashti-Hardy/dp/1407191551/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=wildspark&qid=1603475712&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Derek-Landy/e/B001JCI53M/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Skulduggery-Pleasant-book/dp/0007241623/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=skullduggery+pleasant&qid=1603480366&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.co.uk/You-Are-Awesome-Confidence-Bestseller/dp/1526361159/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=you+are+awesome&qid=1603479366&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Phil-Hickes/e/B08D3G9Z5D/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Haunting-Aveline-Jones-Phil-Hickes/dp/1474972144/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=aveline+jones&qid=1603479285&sr=8-1


 

Phantom Tollbooth 
Norton Juster  
 
For Milo, everything’s a bore. When a tollbooth mysteriously appears in his room, he 
drives through only because he’s got nothing better to do. But on the other side, things 
seem different. Milo visits the Island of Conclusions (you get there by jumping), learns 
about time from a ticking watchdog named Tock, and even embarks on a quest to rescue 
Rhyme and Reason! Somewhere along the way, Milo realizes something astonishing. Life 
is far from dull. In fact, it’s exciting beyond his wildest dreams. . .  
 

Click here to buy 

 

Girl of Ink and Stars 
Kiran Millwood Hargrave 
 

Forbidden to leave her island, Isabella dreams of the faraway lands her cartographer 
father once mapped. When her friend disappears, she volunteers to guide the search. The 
world beyond the walls is a monster-filled wasteland - and beneath the dry rivers and 
smoking mountains, a fire demon is stirring from its sleep.  
 
Soon, following her map, her heart and an ancient myth, Isabella discovers the true end of 
her journey: to save the island itself. 

 
Click here to buy  

 

100 Things to Know About Saving the Planet 
 
How could plastic-eating bacteria help reduce waste? Can a river be given human rights? 
Could we generate all the power we need from the sun and the wind? How do woolly 
sweaters help penguins in peril? Would building a giant sunshade in space stop the world 
from overheating? Find the answers to these questions and more in this bold, graphic and 
exciting book, full of big, small and unexpected ways to save the planet. 
 

Click here to buy  
 

 

The Graveyard Book 
Neil Gaiman 
 
When a baby escapes a murderer intent on killing the entire family, who would have 
thought it would find safety and security in the local graveyard? Brought up by the 
resident ghosts, ghouls and spectres, Bod has an eccentric childhood learning about life 
from the dead. But for Bod there is also the danger of the murderer still looking for him - 
after all, he is the last remaining member of the family. A stunningly original novel deftly 
constructed over eight chapters, featuring every second year of Bod's life, from babyhood 
to adolescence. Will Bod survive to be a man? 
 
Note: does contain mild swearing 
 

Click here to buy 

 

Cogheart  
Peter Bunzl 
 
Lily's life is in mortal peril. Her father is missing and now silver-eyed men stalk her through 
the shadows. What could they want from her? 
With her friends - Robert, the clockmaker's son, and Malkin, her mechanical fox - Lily is 
plunged into a murky and menacing world. Too soon Lily realizes that those she holds 
dear may be the very ones to break her heart... 
 
Murder, mayhem and mystery meet in this gripping Victorian adventure. 

Click here to buy 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Phantom-Tollbooth-Essential-Modern-Classics/dp/0007263481/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=phantom+tollbooth&qid=1603480101&sr=8-1
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/Kiran-Millwood-Hargrave/e/B01HRSOZSU/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/Girl-Ink-Stars-Waterstones-Childrens/dp/1910002747/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=Girl+of+Ink+and+stars&qid=1603476376&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Things-Know-About-Saving-Planet/dp/1474981836/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=100+things+to+know+about+saving+the+planet&qid=1603538258&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Graveyard-Book-Neil-Gaiman/dp/0747594805/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=the+graveyard+book&qid=1603479974&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Cogheart-Adventures-1-Peter-Bunzl/dp/1474915000/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=cogheart&pldnSite=1&qid=1603477313&sr=8-1


 

A Darkness of Dragons 
S.A Patrick 
 
Patch Brightwater is a boy in disgrace. Thrown in jail for playing a forbidden spell, he is no 
one's idea of a hero. But then he discovers a deadly truth - the evil Piper of Hamelyn is on 
the loose. 
 
With the help of Wren, a girl cursed to live as a rat, and Barver, a fire-breathing dracogriff, 
Patch must stop the Piper sparking the biggest battle of them all. 
 
Three accidental heroes versus one legendary villain... an epic adventure is born. 
 

Click here to buy 

 

His Dark Materials: Northern Lights 
Philip Pullman 
 
The first volume in Philip Pullman's groundbreaking HIS DARK MATERIALS trilogy,  
Lyra Belacqua and her animal daemon live half-wild and carefree among scholars of 
Jordan College, Oxford. 
The destiny that awaits her will take her to the frozen lands of the Arctic, where witch-
clans reign and ice-bears fight. 
Her extraordinary journey will have immeasurable consequences far beyond her own 
world… 
 

Click here to buy 

 

Gaslight 
Eloise Williams  
 
All Nansi knows is that her mother disappeared on the day she was fished out of Cardiff 
docks. ow, in 1899, she can't remember anything else. Now, with no other family to turn 
to, she works for Sid at the Empire Theatre, sometimes legally, sometimes thieving to 
order, trying to earn enough money to hire a detective to find her mother.  
 
Everything changes when Constance and Violet join the theatre, both with their own dark 
secrets. However, when Constance recognises her, and realises who her mother must be, 
Nansi's world is turned upside down forever. She is soon on the run for her life and she 
will have to risk everything if she's going to find the truth. 
 

Click here to buy 

 

Orion Lost 
Alastair Chisholm 
 
The transport ship Orion is four months out of Earth when catastrophe strikes - leaving 
the ship and everyone on board stranded in deep space. Suddenly it's up to thirteen-year-
old Beth and her friends to navigate through treacherous and uncharted territory to reach 
safety. But a heavily-damaged ship, space pirates, a mysterious alien species, and an 
artificial intelligence that Beth doesn't know if she can trust means that getting home has 
never been so difficult... This is an unputdownable science fiction adventure - perfect for 
fans of Star Wars. 
 

Click here to buy 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Darkness-Dragons-Songs-Magic/dp/1474945678/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=A+darkness+of+dragons&qid=1603480186&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/His-Dark-Materials-Northern-Lights/dp/140719870X/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=northern+lights&qid=1603480643&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/GASLIGHT-ELOISE-WILLIAMS/dp/1910080543/ref=sr_1_4?dchild=1&keywords=gaslight&qid=1603478286&sr=8-4
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Orion-Lost-Alastair-Chisholm/dp/1788005929/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=orion+lost&qid=1603479598&sr=8-1


 

The Amazing Maurice and his Educated Rodent 
Terry Pratchett 
 
It's not a game anymore . . . 
 
Every town on Discworld knows the stories about rats and pipers, and Maurice - a 
streetwise tomcat - leads a band of educated ratty friends (and a stupid kid) on a nice 
little earner. Piper plus rats equals lots and lots of money. 
Until they run across someone playing a different tune. 
Now he and his rats must learn a new concept: evil . . . 
 

Click here to buy 

 

 

Skellig  
David Almond 
 
When a move to a new house coincides with his baby sister's illness, Michael's world 
seems suddenly lonely and uncertain. 
 
Then, one Sunday afternoon, he stumbles into the old, ramshackle garage of his new 
home, and finds something magical. A strange creature - a being who needs Michael's 
help if he is to survive.  
 
But Skellig is far more than he at first appears, and as he helps Michael breathe life into 
his tiny sister, Michael's world changes for ever.  
 
Note: contains strong language    
 

Click here to buy  

 

Illegal 
Eoin Colfer  
 
His sister left months ago. Now his brother has disappeared too, and Ebo knows it can 
only be to make the hazardous journey to Europe. 
 
Ebo's epic journey takes him across the Sahara Desert to the dangerous streets of Tripoli, 
and finally out to the merciless sea. But with every step he holds on to his hope for a new 
life, and a reunion with his sister. 

 
Click here to buy 

7  

A Boy Called Hope 
Lara Williamson  
 
I'm Dan Hope and deep inside my head I keep a list of things I want to come true. 
 
For example, I want my sister, Ninja Grace, to go to university at the North Pole and only 
come back once a year. 
 
I want to help Sherlock Holmes solve his most daring mystery yet. And if it could be a 
zombie mystery, all the more exciting. 
 
I want my dog to stop eating the planets and throwing them up on the carpet. 
 
And finally, the biggest dream of all, I want my dad to love me. 
 

Click here to buy 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Amazing-Maurice-Educated-Rodents-Discworld/dp/0552562920/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=The+amazing+maurice&qid=1603479670&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Skellig-David-Almond/dp/0340944951/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=Skellig&qid=1603480041&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Eoin-Colfer/e/B001JS4V8E/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Illegal-graphic-telling-journey-Europe/dp/1444931687/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=illegal&qid=1603480542&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Lara-Williamson/e/B00H6UG1H8/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Boy-Called-Hope-Lara-Williamson/dp/1474922929/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=A+boy+called+hope&qid=1603480986&sr=8-1


 

Granny 
Anthony Horowitz  
 
The creator of the bestselling Alex Rider series has written a wickedly funny story, with 
hilarious illustrations by Tony Ross. Twelve-year-old Joe has an unbelievably evil Granny. 
Not only is Granny physically repulsive and horribly mean, but she also has the look in her 
eye of a predatory crocodile. Soon Joe starts to suspect that she has unpleasant designs 
on him. But what are they and how can he foil them? 

 
Click here to buy  

 

Wonder  
R J Palacio  
 
Auggie wants to be an ordinary ten-year-old. He does ordinary things - eating ice cream, 
playing on his Xbox. He feels ordinary - inside. But ordinary kids don't make other ordinary 
kids run away screaming in playgrounds. Ordinary kids aren't stared at wherever they go. 
 
Born with a terrible facial abnormality, Auggie has been home-schooled by his parents his 
whole life. Now, for the first time, he's being sent to a real school - and he's dreading it. 
All he wants is to be accepted - but can he convince his new classmates that he's just like 
them, underneath it all? 

 
Click here to buy 

 

The Storm Keeper’s Island  
Catherine Doyle 
 
When Fionn Boyle sets foot on Arranmore Island, it begins to stir beneath his feet ... 
Once in a generation, Arranmore Island chooses a new Storm Keeper to wield its power 
and keep its magic safe from enemies. The time has come for Fionn's grandfather, a 
secretive and eccentric old man, to step down. Soon, a new Keeper will rise. 
 
But, deep underground, someone has been waiting for Fionn. As the battle to become the 
island's next champion rages, a more sinister magic is waking up, intent on rekindling an 
ancient war. 
 

Click here to buy  

 

Tom’s Midnight Garden 
Philippa Pearce  
 
When Tom is sent to stay at his aunt and uncle's house for the summer, he resigns himself 
to endless weeks of boredom. As he lies awake in his bed he hears the grandfather clock 
downstairs strike . . .eleven . . . twelve . . . thirteen . . . 
 
Thirteen! Tom races down the stairs and out the back door, into a garden everyone told 
him wasn't there. In this enchanted thirteenth hour, the garden comes alive - but Tom is 
never sure whether the children he meets there are real or ghosts . . . 

 
Click here to buy  

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Anthony-Horowitz/e/B000AP7TDG/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
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https://www.amazon.co.uk/Philippa-Pearce/e/B000APRHJM/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Toms-Midnight-Garden-Philippa-Pearce/dp/0192734504/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=tom%27s+midnight+garden&qid=1603481316&s=books&sr=1-1


 

Funky Chickens 
Benjamin Zephaniah  
 
From one of the most well-known poets in the UK today, this book is crammed with all 
Zephaniah’s trademark wit and verve and is a great introduction to his work for children.  
 
Incorporating dialect and elements of spoken word/rap, and sometimes dealing with 
difficult subjects, these poems demonstrate just how flexible poetry can be, and how well 
it can resonate with young people. 

 
Click here to buy 

 

The Wolves of Willoughby Chase  
Joan Aiken 
 
Long ago, at a time in history that never happened, England was overrun with wolves. But 
as Bonnie and her cousin Sylvia discover, real danger often lies closer to home. Their new 
governess, Miss Slighcarp, doesn't seem at all nice. She shuts Bonnie in a cupboard, fires 
the faithful servants and sends the cousins far away from Willoughby Chase to a place 
they will never be found.  
 
Can Bonnie and Sylvia outwit the wicked Miss Slighcarp and her network of criminals, 
forgers and snitches? 
 

Click here to buy  

 

How to Look for a Lost Dog 
Ann M Martin 
 
11-year-old Rose is autistic and struggles to understand her classmates. But when her 
father gives her a stray dog, which she names Rain, the dog becomes her best friend, her 
anchor in a confusing world. So when Rain goes missing during a storm, Rose refuses to 
stop looking for her… 
 
 

Click here to buy 

 

Jemima Small Versus The Universe 
Tamsin Winter 
 
Jemima Small finds it hard to measure up. Especially because she's the very opposite of 
her name. And being forced to join a healthy eating group at school means no one will let 
her forget that. But if there’s one big thing she has going for her it’s her attitude – and 
she’s determined to prove that Jemima Small is a Big Deal. 
 
A brilliantly funny and touching new novel exploring big issues of bullying, body 
confidence and, most importantly, learning how to be happy with who you are. 
 

Click here to buy  

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Chickens-Puffin-Poetry-Benjamin-Zephaniah/dp/0140379452
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Joan-Aiken/e/B000AQ8PB0/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
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Overheard in a Tower Block 
Joseph Coelho 
 
Gazing at the stars from five storeys up, smelling the bins from five storeys below. 
Overheard arguments, overheard laughter. A disappearing father and a Mermaid-Queen 
mother; statues that sing for flesh and blood; bullies who kick you under the table; 
perfect red trainers - and the things that lurk in the library... 
 
Award-winning poet Joseph Coelho's astonishing new collection is a powerful and moving 
poetic narrative about growing up in the city. 
 

Click here to buy 

 

The Humans: Ancient civilisations and astonishing things they taught us 
Jonny Marx  
 
This book showcases the greatest achievements of ancient civilisations, peoples, and 
iconic figures from history. From the Nubians to the Native Americans, and 
the Akkadians to the Aztecs, our predecessors have pioneered a plethora of wonderful 
and wacky inventions, technologies and practices. They've constructed monumental 
buildings and sprawling cities, created languages, modes of transport, art, medicines, 
music, stories, myths and more. 
 
Let's delve into the past and discover what humankind accomplished in the centuries and 
millennia since the first civilisations were formed… 
 

Click here to buy 

 

Now or Never: A Dunkirk Story 
Bali Rai 
 
Fazal's world is now focused on Company 32 and the animals he cares for during one of 
the most frightening times in history. And as he and his friends make their way to the 
beaches of Dunkirk, Fazal must deal with even more than the terrors of a dangerous trek 
to reach the evacuation zone. 
 
The Company's captain defends his troops in the face of a terrible betrayal at the point of 
rescue: not everyone has welcomed the help brought by the Royal Indian Army Service 
Corps. Now Fazal is forced to question why he is even there and why he is expected to be 
loyal to a king whose people don't all see him as their equal. 
 

Click here to buy 

 

Crater Lake  
Jennifer Killick  
 
Who is the mysterious bloodstained man who stops their coach? Why is no one around 
when Lance and the rest of Year Six arrive at the brand-new Crater Lake activity centre?  
 
But this is just the beginning of the school trip from hell; a fight for survival that sees five 
pupils’ band together to save their classmates from an alien fate far worse than death. 
But whatever happens, they must Never. Ever. Fall asleep! 
 

Click here to buy  

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Overheard-Tower-Block-Joseph-Coelho/dp/1910959588/ref=as_li_ss_tl?keywords=overheard+in+the+tower+block&qid=1565122914&s=gateway&sr=8-1&linkCode=sl1&tag=stoagetoiroag-21&linkId=177170786e9bad148b00965f2e8a9bde&language=en_GB
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Jonny-Marx/e/B07X9PCJWT/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
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https://www.amazon.co.uk/Now-Never-Dunkirk-Story-Voices/dp/1407191365
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Destination: Planet Earth 
Jo Nelson 
 
Set out on an adventure across Planet Earth, exploring volcanos, valleys, mountains and 
rivers, and learning about water, weather and earthquakes as you go. This is the ultimate 
field trip to explore our incredible planet, from its smoking volcanos and coursing rivers to 
its tallest mountains and deepest valleys. Packed with epic facts and breathtaking 
illustrations, this journey of discovery is the perfect introduction to physical geography in 
all forms: learn about weather and climate, see how the water cycle works and explore 
the science behind Earth's earthquakes, eruptions and tsunamis. 
 

Click here to buy  

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Destination-Planet-Ms-Jo-Nelson/dp/1786030616/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=destination%3A+planet+earth&qid=1603545555&sr=8-1

