
         

The Girl who Speaks Bear  
Sophie Anderson 
 

They call me Yanka the Bear. Not because of where I was found - only a few people know 
about that. They call me Yanka the Bear because I am so big and strong. 
 
Found abandoned in a bear cave as a baby, Yanka has always wondered about where she 
is from. She tries to ignore the strange whispers and looks from the villagers, wishing she 
was as strong on the inside as she is on the outside. But, when she has to flee her house, 
looking for answers about who she really is, a journey far beyond one that she ever 
imagined begins: from icy rivers to smouldering mountains meeting an ever-growing herd 
of extraordinary friends along the way. 

 

Click here to buy 

 

The Nowhere Emporium 
Ross MacKenzie  
 
When the mysterious Nowhere Emporium arrives in Glasgow, orphan Daniel Holmes 
stumbles upon it quite by accident. Before long, the 'shop from nowhere' -- and its owner, 
Mr Silver -- draw Daniel into a breathtaking world of magic and enchantment. Recruited as 
Mr Silver's apprentice, Daniel learns the secrets of the Emporium's vast labyrinth of 
passageways and rooms -- rooms that contain wonders beyond anything Daniel has ever 
imagined. But when Mr Silver disappears, and a shadow from the past threatens 
everything, the Emporium and all its wonders begin to crumble. Can Daniel save his home, 
and his new friends, before the Nowhere Emporium is destroyed forever? 
 

Click here to buy 

 

Clockwork 
Philip Pullman  
 
It is a cold winter's night when Karl enters the White Horse Tavern looking like he's 
swallowed a thundercloud.  
 
Fritz is also in the tavern; there to read aloud his new spooky story. He knows how the 
story starts and he knows it's called Clockwork - so, with the snow swirling down outside, 
he sets his story going and just has to hope that the ending will come to him as he tells it.  
 
Suddenly, Fritz's story and real-life merge in a completely sinister way - and just like 
clockwork it can't be stopped . . . 

 
Click here to buy 

 

Things You Find in a Poet's Beard 
A F Harrold  
 
A collection of poems that have been shouted at children from schools to church halls, silly 
tales that have been illustrated joyously by Children's Laureate, Chris Riddell and bound 
into a book. 
 
Perhaps you'll want to annoy your family by reading them out; perhaps you'll want to 
chuckle at them under the covers with a torch; perhaps you'll want to stare at the pictures 
drawn by Mr Chris Riddell or maybe you'll want to shout them aloud to capture the spirit 
of your poet, A.F. Harrold himself. 
 

Click here to buy  

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Girl-Who-Speaks-Bear/dp/1474940676/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=girl+who+speaks+bear&qid=1603488093&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Ross-MacKenzie/e/B005FXMUN2/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Nowhere-Emporium-Kelpies-Ross-MacKenzie/dp/1782501258/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=THe+nowhere+emporium&qid=1603488628&s=books&sr=1-1
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The Last Chance Hotel 
Nicki Thornton 
 
Seth is the oppressed kitchen boy at the remote Last Chance Hotel, owned by the nasty 
Bunn family. His only friend is his black cat, Nightshade. But when a strange gathering of 
magicians arrives for dinner, kindly Dr Thallomius is poisoned by Seth's special dessert. A 
locked-room murder investigation ensues - and Seth is the main suspect.  
 
The funny thing is, Seth’s innocent ... can he solve the mystery and clear his name, 
especially when magic's afoot? 
 

Click here to buy  

 

Beyond the Sky: You and the Universe 
Dara O Briain 
 
Who is the mysterious bloodstained man who stops their coach? Why is no one around 
when Lance and the rest of Year Six arrive at the brand-new Crater Lake activity centre?  
 
But this is just the beginning of the school trip from hell; a fight for survival that sees five 
pupils’ band together to save their classmates from an alien fate far worse than death. But 
whatever happens, they must Never. Ever. Fall asleep! 
 

Click here to buy  

 

Black Powder 
Ally Sherrick  
 
England, 1605. 12-year-old Tom must save his father from hanging. He falls in with a 
mysterious stranger - the Falcon - who promises to help him in exchange for his service. 
But on the long journey to London, Tom discovers the Falcon's true mission - and a plot to 
blow up Parliament with barrels of black powder.  
 
Tom faces a terrible decision: secure his father's release, or stop the assassination of the 
king ...  
 

Click here to buy 

 

Malamander 
Thomas Taylor 
 
Herbert Lemon, Lost-and-Founder at the Grand Nautilus Hotel, knows that returning lost 
things to their rightful owners is not easy – especially when the lost thing is not a thing at 
all, but a girl. No one knows what happened to Violet Parma’s parents twelve years ago, 
and when she engages Herbie to help her find them, the pair discover that their 
disappearance might have something to do with the legendary sea-monster, the 
Malamander.  
 
Eerie-on-Sea has always been a mysteriously chilling place, where strange stories seem to 
wash up. And it just got stranger... 
 

Click here to buy 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Last-Chance-Hotel-Nicki-Thornton/dp/1911077678/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=The+Last+chance+hotel&qid=1603488375&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=Dara+O+Briain&text=Dara+O+Briain&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books-uk
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https://www.amazon.co.uk/Black-Powder-Ally-Sherrick/dp/1910655260/ref=as_li_ss_tl?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=A85HP7XFPPJZHB9CF86Z&linkCode=sl1&tag=stoagetoiroag-21&linkId=4ddb5a1f694d222257bd7ad1c55de6b0
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Rumblestar 
Abi Elphinstone 
 

Eleven-year-old Casper Tock hates risks, is allergic to adventures and shudders at the 
thought of unpredictable events. So, it comes as a nasty shock to him when he accidentally 
stumbles into Rumblestar, an Unmapped Kingdom full of magical beasts. All Casper wants 
is to find a way home, but Rumblestar is in trouble. 

 
Click here to buy  

 

Varjak Paw 
SF Said  
 
Varjak Paw is a Mesopotamian Blue kitten. He lives high up in an old house on a hill. He's 
never left home, but then his grandfather tells him about the Way - a secret martial art for 
cats. 
 
Now Varjak must use the Way to survive in a city full of dangerous dogs, cat gangs and, 
strangest of all the mysterious Vanishings. 
 

Click here to buy 

 

Survivors 
David Long  
 
Winner of the Best Book With Facts Blue Peter Book Award 2017. 
 
Amazing real-life stories about extreme survival. 
 
Beautifully presented in a large, paperback format, and fully illustrated in colour 
throughout, this wonderful anthology is a treat for all the family. Be shocked and amazed 
by these incredible real-life stories of extreme survival. 
 

Click here to buy 

 

The Rainmaker Danced 
John Agard  
 
A wonderful new children's poetry collection, from a celebrated, award-winning poet. 
From nature and science to identity, prepare to be transported on a journey through past 
and present.  
 
This collection from John Agard, winner of the Queens Medal and the Eleanor Farjeon 
Award, explores the wonders of the world - inviting your child to ponder life's questions 
with lots of fun along the way! 

 
Click here to buy  

 

Cloud Busting 
Malorie Blackman 
 
Davey is the new boy in class and Sam can't stand him. He thinks Davey is a Grade A 
moron. But when the two are thrown together Sam discovers that Davey's eccentric way 
of looking at the world makes life a lot more fun. Until the day something terrible 
happens... 
 
A funny and sad story, told completely in verse. 
 

Click here to buy 

https://smile.amazon.co.uk/Kiran-Millwood-Hargrave/e/B01HRSOZSU/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
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https://www.amazon.co.uk/Cloud-Busting-Malorie-Blackman/dp/0440866154/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=cloud+busting&qid=1603490422&s=books&sr=1-1


 

Boy in the Tower 
Polly Ho-Yen 
 
Ade loves living at the top of a tower block. From his window, he feels like he can see the 
whole world stretching out beneath him. 
 
His mum doesn’t really like looking outside – but it’s going outside that she hates. 
She’s happier sleeping all day inside their tower, where it’s safe. But one day, other tower 
blocks on the estate start falling down around them and strange, menacing plants begin to 
appear. 
 
Now their tower isn’t safe anymore. Ade and his mum are trapped and there’s no way out. 

Click here to buy 

 

The Legend of Podkin One-Ear 
Kieran Larwood 
 
Podkin is the son of a warrior chieftain. He knows that one day it will be up to him to lead 
his warren and guard it in times of danger. But for now, he's quite happy to laze around 
annoying his older sister Paz, and playing with his baby brother Pook. Then Podkin's home 
is brutally attacked, and the young rabbits are forced to flee.  
 
The terrifying Gorm are on the rampage, and no one and nowhere is safe. With danger all 
around them, Podkin must protect his family, uncover his destiny, and attempt to defeat 
the most horrifying enemy rabbitkind has ever known.  
 

Click here to buy 

 

High Rise Mystery 
Sharna Jackson 
 
The detective duo everyone is dying to meet! Summer in London is hot, the hottest on 
record, and there's been a murder in THE TRI: the high-rise home to resident know-it-alls, 
Nik and Norva. Who better to solve the case?  
 
Armed with curiosity, home-turf knowledge and unlimited time - until the end of the 
summer holidays anyway.  
 

Click here to buy 

 

The Girl Who Stole an Elephant 
Nizrana Farbrook 
 
Chaya, a no-nonsense, outspoken hero, leads her friends and a gorgeous elephant on a 
noisy, fraught, joyous adventure through the jungle where revolution is stirring and 
leeches lurk.  
 
Will stealing the queen's jewels be the beginning or the end of everything for the intrepid 
gang?   

 
Click here to buy 
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Carrie's War 
  
Nina Bawden  
 
It is wartime and Carrie and her little brother Nick have been evacuated from their London 
home to the Welsh hills. In an unfamiliar place, among strangers, the children feel alone 
and find little comfort with the family they are billeted with. 
 
When Carrie and Nick visit Albert, another evacuee, they are welcomed into Hepzibah 
Green's warm kitchen. Hepzibah is rumoured to be a witch, but her cooking is delicious, 
her stories are enthralling and the children cannot keep away. With Albert, Hepzibah and 
Mister Johnny, they begin to settle into their new surroundings. But before long, their 
loyalties are tested: will they be persuaded to betray their new friends? 
 

Click here to buy 

 

The Ghost of Thomas Kempe 
Penelope Lively 
 
James is fed up. His family has moved to a new cottage – with grounds that are great for 
excavations, and trees that are perfect for climbing – and stuff is happening. Stuff that is 
normally the kind of thing he does. But it's not him who's writing strange things on 
shopping lists and fences. It's not him who smashes bottles and pours tea in the Vicar's 
lap. It's a ghost – honestly.  
 
Thomas Kempe, the 17th century apothecary, has returned and he wants James to be his 
apprentice. No one else believes in ghosts. It's up to James to get rid of him. Or he'll have 
no pocket money or pudding ever again. 

 
Click here to buy  

 

The Bad Beginning (A Series of Unfortunate Events) 
Lemony Snicket 
 
Violet, Klaus, and Sunny Baudelaire are intelligent children. They are charming, and 
resourceful, and have pleasant facial features. Unfortunately, they are exceptionally 
unlucky. 
 
In The Bad Beginning, the siblings encounter a greedy and repulsive villain, itchy clothing, a 
disastrous fire, a plot to steal their fortune and cold porridge for breakfast. 
 
In the tradition of great storytellers, from Dickens to Dahl, comes an exquisitely dark 
comedy that is both literary and irreverent, hilarious and deftly crafted. 

 
Click here to buy 

 

Rise Up: Ordinary Kids with Extraordinary Stories 
Amanda Li 
 
This book tells the stories of girls and boys from around the world and the challenges they 
have faced and overcome. 
 
It features over 29 tales of amazing young girls and boys who have achieved the 
unimaginable - from surviving a plane crash in the jungle to striking against climate 
change. There are tales of triumphing over illness and injury, and of overcoming bullying. 
Entries include Greta Thunberg, Boyan Slat and Phiona Mutesi, to name a few. 
 

Click here to buy  
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Moon Juice: Poems for Children 
Kate Wakeling  
 
Meet Skig, who is meant to be a warrior (but is really more of a worrier). Meet a giddy 
comet, which skids across the sky with its tail on fire. Put a marvellous new machine in 
your pocket, which promises to solve all of your life s problems. Kate Wakeling's first book 
of poems for children is full of curious characters and strange situations. The poems she 
writes are always musical, sometimes wistful, and full of wonder at the weirdness of the 
world. 

 

Click here to buy 

 

The Neverending Story 
 Michael Ende  
 
Small and insignificant Bastian Balthazar Bux is nobody's idea of a hero, least of all his own. 
Through the pages of an old book he discovers a mysterious world of enchantment - but a 
world that is falling into decay. The great task of making things well again falls on Bastian 
and so begins a dazzling, magical adventure. 
 

Click here to buy 

 

 

The Infinite (The Leap Cycle) 
Patience Agbabi  
 
Leaplings, children born on the 29th of February, are very rare. Rarer still are Leaplings 
with The Gift – the ability to leap through time. Elle Bíbi-Imbelé Ifíè has The Gift, but she’s 
never used it. Until now. 
 
On her twelfth birthday, Elle and her best friend Big Ben travel to the Time Squad Centre in 
2048. Elle has received a mysterious warning from the future. Other Leaplings are 
disappearing in time – and not everyone at the centre can be trusted. 
 
Soon Elle’s adventure becomes more than a race through time. It’s a race against time. 
She must fight to save the world as she knows it – before it ceases to exist . . . 
 

Click here to buy  

 

Room 13 
Robert Swindells  
 
There is no room thirteen in the creepy Crow's Nest Hotel, where Fliss and her friends are 
staying on a school trip. Or is there? For at the stroke of midnight, something peculiar 
happens to the door of the linen cupboard next to room l2. And something is happening to 
Ellie-May Sunderland, too - something very sinister . . . 
 
A gripping page-turner from a master of spooky suspense. Don't read this under the covers 
at midnight! 
 

Click here to buy  
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The Middler  
Kirsty Applebaum  
 
Eleven-year-old Maggie lives in Fennis Wick, enclosed and protected from the outside 
world by a boundary, beyond which the Quiet War rages and the dirty, dangerous 
wanderers roam. Her brother Jed is an eldest, revered and special. A hero. Her younger 
brother is Trig - everyone loves Trig. But Maggie's just a middler; invisible and left behind. 
Then, one hot September day, she meets Una, a hungry wanderer girl in need of help, and 
everything Maggie has ever known gets turned on its head.  
 

Click here to buy  
  

 

Stand Up, Stand Out!: 25 rebel heroes who stood up for what they believe 
Kay Woodward  
 
Meet 25 of the bravest humans of all time! These fascinating rebel heroes stood up for 
what they believed in, spoke out against injustice, and overcame impossible obstacles. 
From world leaders such as Gandhi and Nelson Mandela to unsung heroes Irena Sandler 
(who smuggled 2,500 children out of the Warsaw Ghetto in World War 2) and Juliane 
Koepke (who survived an airplane crash aged 17, followed by nine days in the Amazon 
rainforest) – Stand Up, Stand Out! is filled with incredible and inspiring stories of passion 
and endurance. 
 

Click here to buy  

 

Fire Girl, Forest Boy 
Chloe Daykin  
 
Maya has to escape. She's on the run in a country she doesn't know and has no idea who 
to trust. 
 
Raul is escaping too - travelling back to his home where a terrible tragedy happened, ready 
to stir up trouble. 
 
When their paths collide in the middle of the jungle, the sparks begin to fly. As modern 
world corruption meets the magic and legends of ancient times, can Maya draw on her 
hidden light to find the way through to the truth? 
 

Click here to buy  

 

A pocketful of Stars  
Aisha Bushby 
 
Can piecing together the past help you change the present? 
 
Safiya and her mum have never seen eye to eye. Her mum doesn’t understand Safiya’s 
love of gaming and Safiya doesn't think they have anything in common. As Safiya struggles 
to fit in at school she wonders if her mum wishes she was more like her confident best 
friend Elle. But then her mum falls into a coma and, when Safiya waits by her bedside, she 
finds herself in a strange and magical world that looks a bit like one of her games. And 
there’s a rebellious teenage girl, with a secret, who looks suspiciously familiar . . . 
 

Click here to buy  
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There’s a Boy in the Girl’s Bathroom 
Louis Sachar 
 
Meet Bradley Chalkers. He's the oldest child in the class. He tells ENORMOUS lies. He picks 
fights with girls. The teachers say he has 'serious behaviour problems'. And no one likes 
him ... Except Carla, the new school counsellor. She thinks Bradley is kind and generous, 
and she even enjoys his far-fetched stories. 
 
Carla knows that Bradley could change, if only he weren't afraid to try. Sometimes the 
hardest thing in the world is believing in yourself.  
 

Click here to buy 
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